Jane Hoffman
Attorney at Law
55 West 14th Street

Suite # 8D 1439 % gL 29 g

New York, New York 10011
Tel # 212 243 5423
Fax # 212 675 4534

July 26, 1999

Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305)
Food and Drug Administration

5620 Fishers Lane-Room 1061
Rockville, MD 20852

Re: Docket # 98N-1230 / Docket # J6P-0418 / Docket # 97P-0197

Dear Sir or Madam:

It has come to my attention that the US Food & Drug Administration (FDA) is
allowing the egg industry to endanger the health of the American people. | am
writing to request that the FDA immediatelv grant the petition submitted in April of

1998 to ban forced molting of hens.

The FDA should do more th'dn put bacteria warning labels on egg cartons and
regulate egg refrigeration temperatures.

This forced molting must be banned because it is a primary cause of infectious
diseases in hens, eggs and consumers of eggs. As you know, molting has been
scientifically shown to promote such diseases by destroying the hens' immune

systems.

The FDA has the jurisdiction to ban such farm practices, such as forced molting
to protect the health of the American people. Do not play roulette w:th the health

and well being of the consumers of eggs.

The duty of the FDAis to protect the health of the Amencan people-not to
increase the profits of private industry.

Please ban forced molting immediately.

Sincerely:
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HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION

CROSS REFERENCE SHEET

Docket Number/item Code: 98N-1230/C 7

See Docket Number/item Code: 96P-0418/C 7
97P-0197/C 8



